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For 22 years

The Real First 
World War
Fought right across
Europe, Egypt, Syria
West Indies and Russia

The Napoleonic Wars 
ran from 1793 until 1815 
except for the Peace of Amiens 
March 1802 ςMay 1803
During 4 Campaigns and twice POW
Bioletti was there.

CASUALTIES
Total Estimates vary. Between 3.25 
million and 6.5 million.

French and allies  1,800,000
Britain and allies 2,015,000
Royal Navy 92,386
British Army 219,420
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"a corsetmakerby trade, a journalist by 
profession, and a propagandist by 
inclination".[4Actually a minor civil servantand failed 
businessman

1774 Edited a paper for Benjamin Franklin and wrote 

Common Sense 500,000 copieswas so influential that John Adams
said: "Without the pen of the author of Common Sense, the sword of 
Washington would have been raised in vain".[7]

In 1791 after time in France he returned to England and wrote The Rights 
of Man. 1,000,000 copies circulated. Pro French 
revolution.  Accused of seditious libel and fled to France. Against the execution 
of Louis, Robespierand the Terror,
Saw Napoleon. Napoleon claimed he slept with a copy of Rights of Manunder 
his pillow and went so far as to say to Paine that "a statue of gold should be 
erected to you in every city in the universe". upon noting Napoleon's progress 
towards dictatorship, he condemned him as "the completest charlatan that ever 
existed".[73] Paine remained in France until 1802, returning to the United States  
at President Jefferson's invitation.

Tom Paine 
1780 - 1830
Quaker background. Free thinker.

DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND
AN END TO SLAVERY 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Corsetmaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Paine#cite_note-5
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Adams
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Paine#cite_note-NewYorker-8
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Paine#cite_note-74


English Political Background 1780-1830
1792 Paine elected to French National Assembly. 
Bentham given Hon French Citizenship

Thomas Paine. The Rights of Man.
(1) Men are born, and always continue, 

free and equal in respect of their 
rights. Civil distinctions, therefore, can 
be founded only on public utility*; 

(2) (2) The end of all political associations 
is the preservation of the natural and 
imprescriptible rights of man; and 
these rights are liberty, property, 
security, and resistance of oppression; 
and 

(3) (3) The nation is essentially the source 
of all sovereignty; neither can any 
individual, nor any body of men, be 
entitled to any authority, which is not 
expressly derived from it.

William Pitt PM
Conservative

George 3
Popular constitutional 

monarch

MP Fox (Charles 
James)  Whig 
Radical

Jeremy Bentham
Utilitarian Philosopher. Good is 
what brings greatest happiness 
to greatest number. Influences 
French.*Utility. The well-being of 

sentient entities-

Whig Edmund Burke. MP 
promoter of 
Conservatism. 
Harmonious hierarchy 

Tom Paine

Norfolk Radical influences both the 
Americans and the French.

Agitator for political and social 
reform ςloyal opposition

William Wilberforce
Abolish Slavery
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Italy 1. !ƭōŜǊǘƻ .ƛƻƭŜǘǘƛΩǎ .ŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ.    The Boy from Turin.
Born 1778 in Turin. His family Waldensians from Pinerola.  Likely his father a 
Clockmaker. 
Kingdom of Savoy Piedmont ruled by Victor Amadeus 3 
1791 University Students revolt including CollegiodelleProvince(Halls of 
Residence for the Provinces), which housed one hundred young people of low 
social extraction to aid them in completing their studies at the State's expense. 
Bioletti may have been one of them. 
1792  Turin overrun by French revolutionary forces.  Collegioclosed.
93-94 Reign of Terror in France. Civil disruption in Piedmont.
1796 Napoleon takes command of Army of Italy

The Ideology of the Revolution

Liberte, Egalite, Fraternite.
Down with aristocratic hereditary privilege.
Down with monarchy.
Down with the Church. Confiscate its property 
and grip on Education

The Reign of Terror and the guillotining of Louis XVI in
1793 turns all ruling houses against France.

https://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Collegio_delle_Province&action=edit&redlink=1


Italy 2

Joining the Grande Armee. 

With Napoleon in Italy
1796 Alberto joins the Grande Armee. 
Training in Nice.

¢ŀƪŜǎ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ bŀǇƻƭŜƻƴΩǎ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǾƛŎǘƻǊƛŜǎ
Lodi, Siege of Mantua, Castiglione, Rovereto 
and the Venetian Republic,  
Austria defeated. 
Napoleon the master of tactics and planning 
and of self-serving self-promoting 
propaganda. 

Florence, Rome, Venice etc. looted for Art 
for the Louvre. Italians charged huge fees 
ŦƻǊ ōŜƛƴƎ άƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜŘΦέ

Napoleon returns in triumph to Paris AFTER 
Treaty of Campo Formio1797. He is 28.
Bioletti a victorious soldier of 19 sent to 
Toulon. 



Italy 3.   Paintings for Paris and Engravings for the Newspapers 
depict Glory and Gallantry.

Reality.  High death rate. No uniforms for  
18 months

.ƛƻƭŜǘǘƛ ŜƴƎŀƎŜŘ ƛƴ άн ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ ŦƛŜǊŎŜ 
ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎέΦ  [ƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀ ǎƘƻƻǘŜǊΣ
He was possibly a skirmisher.



Egypt 1                                                                                         

EnglandUnder Threat!   
1797 Napoleon appointed Commander of the 
Armeede Angleterre

Huge conscript invasion force assembled.   Barges, balloons expected.  
England plans for French invasion. Messiter in Wincanton trains Yeomen.
Problem.  The French Navy. The Royal Navy Blockade. Nelson and 
Collingwood.  
After two months Napoleon decides invasion impossible.
.
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Balloon
Boat and 
Tunnel

England 
Under 
Threat!
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ÅInstead of England Napoleon plans to invade 

Egypt! Why?  INDIA!!
ÅBioletti embarks with the French fleet from Toulon. Destination 

secret.  THE ORIENT.

Å7 day Mistral. 40,000 troops, 10,000 navy.
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Egypt 2 Malta Invaded on the Way Overthrows the Knights of St John 
- Hospitallers
Leaves 4,000 troops
Replenishes his supplies.
aŀƭǘŜǎŜ ǊŜǾƻƭǘ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ άƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
as soon as he is gone.

Bioletti sees more 
άƭƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦέ

Treasure Trove Collected



Main battle sites,
Egypt and Syria (includes 
Palestine.

Alexandria
Battle of the Nile
Battle of Pyramids
Cairo
El Arish
Gaza
Jaffa
Acre

The 
ά[ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
of Egypt

Egypt 3

Part of the Turkish Caliphate under 
the Sultan in Constantinople.

Ruled on his behalf by Mameluk
slave warriors.



The Battle of the Nile August 1st 1798.  
Napoleon now land locked.

Explosion of the Orient(French) and the disabling of HMS Bellerephon.  French Navy 17 ships destroyed. 
Only 3 escape.

Horatio Nelson

French now 
trapped in 
Egypt under 
British Navy 
blockade.
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MamelukBodyguard 
-Ordonnance to 
Napoleon

RoustamRaza

MamelukCavalry 
Charge

Napoleon brings 167 Savant 
scholars to study ancient Egypt.

Claims to be a Muslim but the 
Muslims are not fooled.

Does Bioletti 
become an 
Ordonnance to a 
senior officer here 
or earlier? French 
mortality very 
high.
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ÅOrdonnance
ÅA general would have chosen a tough 

proven soldier from the ranks to be his 
ordonnance. One who showed 
intelligence, reliability, discretion and 
trustworthiness under campaign 
conditions. 

After serving as an ordonnance a soldier 
could expect promotion as an NCO to 
corporal or sergeant.

The responsibilities.

Åacting as a "runner" to convey orders 
from the officer to subordinates

Åmaintaining the officer'suniform and 
personal equipment as avalet

ÅSeeing to the officer's horses and 
transport, sometimes under combat 
conditions

Åacting as the officer'sbodyguardin 
combat

Åother miscellaneous tasks the officer 
does not have time or inclination to do

Voltiguer
Skirmisher

Egypt 6

Bioletti. Likely skirmisher in 
Italy, then Ordonnance

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uniform
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Valet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bodyguard


General Kleber
with his 
Ordonnance

Here depicted at the 
Battle of Heliopolis 
where he defeated the 
Turkish Marmeluke
cavalry.

An ordonnance is aware 
of just what is going on
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Main battle sites,
Egypt and Syria (includes 
Palestine.

Alexandria
Battle of the Nile
Battle of Pyramids
Cairo
¢ƻ ŦŀŎŜ {ǳƭǘŀƴΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ
El Arish
Gaza
Jaffa
Acre

The 
ά[ƛōŜǊŀǘƛƻƴέ 
of Egypt
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The Sultan appoints

Pasha Ahmed Jezzar, Turkish 

Governor of Damascus to lead an 
army to get rid of the French.



Jaffa Castle

Now on edge of Tel 
Aviv

Shows outer wall 
and inner keep and 
tower.

Beauharnais and 
Crozier

4,000 prisoners
8,9,10 March

Bioletti?
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